Renal replacement therapy in Canada: a report from the Canadian Organ Replacement Register.
We report here the demography and results of renal replacement therapy in Canada from 1981 to 1992. The new case rate for patients entering renal replacement therapy programs in Canada has increased dramatically over the last 12 years, from 49.9 per million to 98.4 per million of the population. The largest increases have been among the elderly, from 146.2 per million in 1981 to 381.9 per million in 1992 for those aged 65 to 74 years. There has been an even more dramatic increase for those over 75 years, from 83.6 per million in 1981 to 261.6 per million in 1992. There has been a similar increase in the prevalence rate, with an increase from 229.1 per million in 1981 to 518.5 per million in 1992. The hemodialysis rate for 1992 was 172.2 per million and that for peritoneal dialysis was 103.1 per million of the population. The renal transplantation rate also increased from 20 per million in 1981 to 34.8 per million in 1988, but unfortunately has decreased to 27.5 per million in 1992. Diabetes is now the most common primary renal diagnosis, having increased from 15% in 1981 to 24% in 1992. The 5-year survival rate of all patients on renal replacement therapy was 55%. For nondiabetic patients, the 5-year survival rate ranged from 85% for the those aged 15 to 44 years to 20% for those over 65 years. Among diabetic patients, the 5-year survival rate declined from 58% for the 15 to 44 year age group to 10% for those over 65 years.